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During Ootober and up o nid-Hovenbor 1947 larop-ecale Sovist Army manavvers
took place in the ares Bisenach ~ Gotha - Erfurd ~ Oberhof - Ohrdru? Trein-
ing Area, all arms cf the servies including cavalry and the Soviet Asr Force

being reprasented,

Durin;y this period formations of fightors, singlo-encined bombers, and mround-
attaecic alroraft were daily observed tn the air, the chief rols of thege Soviet
Afr Pores units boinz support of the ground troops. Tho sinle-sn~inod bhambera
wvere frequently saat to attack formations, which included tank units and repro~
somied the enary, and Lombed them with ire-filied sacks. The ground-atiscl
sireraft worg ralnly amnloyad in foxmaidions and were rertioularly obesrved to
attack columas of ren oz the rarch, flyinm in at right ansles to the lims of
march in very open fomiation of 25 - 27 sireraft. The approach flirht was
rade where posaible over wooded territory. The fighters were chiefly employed
ae proteoction againet snery air attack sand were observed to combat attacking
ground-attack or Iikter-bomber formations. The fimhter formations appezred
to hold tossther very noorly and too frequently split up, vhich ~ave the im-
presaion that they were not suocossiul in their defensive role of imrding off
th: ;ttacking fitar-bonber and ground-attack fomeations flying ir close for-
ration.

During these maneuvers mmoch firin: practioce with live amrmnition tock placs.
Firing prectice by heavy equirrent, copscislly arti)lery, took place on
Ohrdruf Trainine Area, the heaviest artillory employad baing 210-240 mm hows.,
Shoote were alsc earriod out pear Biscmach and Erfurt, partienlar targets in
thess two areas (according to local Soviet Komendatury) being rail and roed
Junctiona, A shoot involving all divisional equipment alss tcok plaee alons
the Eisenach-Erfurt railway line in which railway installations were affected
and an upauthoriszed freisht train on tho 1ine shot 1p,

Mmneuvers of divisional formations in tho Erfurt ares finisked in the sccond
wek of Ootober with the taking of Erfurt by asaanlt. Al1 1ife in the town
was hold up for three days and oivilians were instructed to ranein indoors.
Approximtoly oae rifle division, with tanks allotted to it, approxiraiely
tw artillery resiments under corrand and very stron~ly sunrcrted by AL fe=
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formations, wors used %o defapl the town, vhile the attacking fomg con-
sigted of approximstoly one tank divinion, one motorized rifle divieion

and an artillery unit of some three-four regiments. Both sides wore giren
air support. The ettacking force used the types of aircraft menbtioned sbove
and aleo twin-engined bombers. {At mo other time during these mancvwers
were twin-engined bombers observad). FProtection of the flanks of the attack-

inz foree was partly carried o1t by onvRiry.

5. The defense relied chicfly on Yheir hervy weaspons, particularly the 84 gons
wiica weve mounted on all cowunis, squtaws, and wwreves a sulbalds pluce
could be found. By the third Jay of tle assanlt the house fighting stage
we.g reached,

6. During the mansuvers the accosmodatior : on Erfurt Airfield which had pro-

© wiously besn released to houss Germsaan. was remrequisitionsd and eccupied
by approximately 5,000 troops. Those 2ccommodatians had not bsen complstely
vacated by nid-Kowember 1947.

Te After tx concrzion of the mansuvors, new garrison troops were stationed
in Erfurt, .
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